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Genoa Township Citizen Police Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes – March 14, 2018 
  
 
 

Committee Members Present: Chairman Art Reitz, Stephen Ciacchi, Secretary Belinda Reed, 
Larry King, Dan Edwards, Charles Moore, Rick Stose, Ullrich Mayeski, Kyle Heichel, Vice 
Chairman Jeff Martin, Lisa Turner, Richard Caster, Phil Gullata, James Randas 
 
Committee Members Absent:  None 
 
Police Present: Deputy Chief Russ Ciballi 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Art Reitz.   
 
Minutes of the January meeting were distributed.  Larry King moved to accept the minutes, Rick 
Stose seconded, and they were unanimously approved.  Belinda will submit them to the 
township for posting. 
 
Old Business 

 Art gave an overview of the January 18 trustee meeting where our committee was 
assigned the task to make recommendations for the new police facility.  Specifically, 
Trustee Goodman presented a motion that “I move to commission the Police Advisory 
Committee to assist the Genoa Township Police Department, the Township Trustees, 
Fiscal Officer and staff to research and make a recommendation to the Trustees on the 
physical location, and design of a new Police Station, and the best financing options to 
construct the facility. It is recommended that the committee commence meetings 
immediately, and present their findings to the Board of Trustees at their April 5, 2018 
meeting.”  Since that trustee meeting, Sara Walsh resigned from our committee as well 
as other Genoa committees and boards in order to represent the township in 
discussions with the Casto organization regarding the land at the corner of Route 3 and 
Big Walnut.  In addition, committee members Art, Belinda, and Charles have met with 
township employees Paul Wise, Pat Myers, Chief Gammill, Deputy Chief Ciballi, and 
Chief Honeycutt.  Dave King of Horne and King also participated.   

 
Chief Updates 

 Deputy Chief Ciballi opened his presentation with a moment of silence to honor and 
remember the two Westerville police officers killed in the line of duty, Anthony Morelli 
and Eric Joering.  They were both fine men in addition to being outstanding police 
officers and many of the Genoa police department were their friends.  The support for 
the Westerville police community was incredible and these last weeks were very 
difficult. 
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 There are school threats that are being investigated.  There are also areas within the 
schools where radio transmissions are not possible and we are working with Westerville 
Schools to solve this. 

 Three Dodge Chargers went out of service and fleet management is a challenge 
currently.  One of the Chargers may still be under warranty.  Dublin Police also has two 
of their Chargers down as well.   

 At the upcoming trustee meeting we will swear in one part time and one full time 
officer.  We hope the part time officer will become full time after the completion of 
additional class hours.  Three of our second shift officers have less than a year of 
experience which requires additional mentoring.  One officer left the department after 
completing ten weeks of field training. 

 
New Business 

 Belinda pointed out that every member of the committee is in attendance this evening 
and that shows the commitment we have to the department and the township to take 
our charge seriously, to bring a recommendation to the trustees for the new facility.  
Sara Walsh and Frank Bateman both resigned; Sara to avoid a conflict of interest and 
Frank due to a move from the township. 

 Art shared the work done since the January 18 trustee meeting to meet our charge of 
presenting recommendations for the new facility at the April 5 trustee meeting.  The 
recommendations are for the facility itself, its location, and how to fund it. 

 As mentioned previously, we met several times and worked with township staff and 
others as needed (bank officer, county and federal officials for fact finding on township 
growth). 

 Three locations were considered.  Adjacent to the Town Hall presents issues with 
utilities and the septic field.  Also, it does not provide good visibility for those looking for 
a police station.  Adjacent to the Firehouse provides many issues—additional traffic, 
concerns for the fire/EMS turning radii, ability to respond to runs quickly, insufficient 
parking, and where to put all the construction materials/equipment/traffic during the 
construction.  The Casto property has the issue of not currently being owned by the 
township, but has no other issues.  It is the right size, has high visibility, and is easily 
accessible.   

 The facility itself was originally sized at 18,000 square feet, not the smaller version most 
currently presented to us and the trustees.  We decided that we need to focus on 
building a police station for the future, not one for yesterday, which is what we have 
now.  The community room was enlarged and other areas were made more robust to 
serve a police and community in the next 10 or 20 years.  The proposed facility is 18,298 
square feet with a 4,500 square foot cruiser shelter.   

 Funding has only one real option and that is to issue bonds and allow the residents of 
the township to vote on the matter and pay for it and invest in our future.  There are 
not sufficient township monies to pay for it outright and while direct lending is an 
option it is not one we wish to pursue, because it would not allow the residents to 
approve it.   
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 It is also recommended that Horne and King continue in their role to see us through this 
process. 

 Art presented a motion that, “We recommend the Casto property, commonly known as 
the CVS land, as the location for the new facility.  We recommend that the township 
issue bonds and place a bond issue on the November ballot.  We recommend that if 
there are funds available currently, that the trustees use those towards the purchase of 
the land and/or construction of the facility.  We recommend a facility of 18,298 square 
feet and 4,500 square feet cruiser shelter.  And finally, we recommend that we continue 
to retain Horne and King.”  Larry seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously 
with all in favor.  Art and Belinda will present the recommendations along with the 
details of the due diligence at the April 5 trustee meeting.  All CPAC members are 
encouraged to attend. 

 
Charles moved to adjourn the meeting, Jeff seconded; the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Firehouse training room. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Belinda Reed, Secretary  
Genoa Township Citizen Police Advisory Committee 
 


